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fConltress of tbe Wnfteb iltates
.ou.e of Bepre.entatlbe.

_""inllan, ac: 20515

October 21, 2010

The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

We are writing in support ofSpirit Broadcasting Group's (SBC) efforts to provide non
commercial educational (NCE) service through a radio station, WKRI-FM, in Cokesbury, South
Carolina (Facility ID 173883). Although their application was initially approved, there have
been several setbacks that have impeded their ability to get service to thousands ofSouth
Carolinians.

It is our understanding that SBC's application was among the other 3,000 that were
submitted to the FCC for a limited number offrequencies in the reserved band during a week
long filing period in October 2007. We also understand that since then, the FCC Audio Division
has reviewed these applications and either approved or denied most of the permittees. The Spirit
application was among those processed and selected from the conflicting filings as the winner
because its facilities would reach far more people than many ofthe other applicants.

However, the radio station is not yet on the air. Spirit filed an amendment their
application to allow them to move their tower site approximately five miles, thus improving its
population service by over forty percent while affecting the area and population reflected in the
original filing in a very minimal way. That application was denied after being on file nearly nine
months.

It is our understanding that because ofa very narrow interpretation of a rule, SBG was
denied a permit to actually improve facilities and service. This denial prevents the station from
serving a greater population and from providing maximum service to those who do not yet
receive f1l'St service from an NCE station. Additionally, the alternate and superior transmitter
site would allow the station to consume a reduced amount ofelectricity, therefore a reduced
carbon footprint. We believe that this type ofoperation best serves the public interest.

According to SBG, they plan on filing another application for a minor change in an effort
to minimize the effect on the original fLling area and population while also maximizing the
station's total service and population potential. It is our opinion that this application should be
processed in a timely manner and ultimately approved. Much of the service area has a per capita
and household income level considerably below the national average. Therefore, an educational
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FM radio station would be of signifieant value. We trust the Commission will approve facilities
at the maximum allowable signal as this will unquestionably help meet the mandate of serving in
the public interest.

We appreciate your attention to this matter.

Respectfully,

~jl.~
Bob Inglis



OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C.

November 17, 20 I0

The Honorable John M. Spratt
U.S. House of Representatives
1401 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 205 I5

Dear Congressman Spratt:

Thank you for you letter regarding Spirit Broadcasting Group. I appreciate your bringing
this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Media Bureau's Office of
Communications and Industry Information to look into this matter. I am pleased to provide the
enclosed leller addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure



Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

November 17,2010

IN REPLY REFER TO:
CN-IOOI676

The Honorable John M. Spratt
U.S. House of Representatives
140 I Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Spratt:

Chairman Genachowski has asked the Media Bureau to respond to your recent letter
regarding Spirit Broadcasting Group, Inc. ("Spirit"), pennittee of unbuilt noncommercial
educational ("NCE") radio station WKRJ(FM), Cokesbury, South Carolina. I understand your
concerns and appreciate the opportunity to update you on this matter.

As you may know, on October 18, 2010, Spirit filed an application proposing to modify
the WKRI construction pennit to change the location, power, and height of the station's
transmitter. The application also included a request for a waiver of the Commission regulation
which requires that Spirit build and operate WKRI substantially as proposed in its initial
application.

The Bureau staff currently is evaluating the Spirit proposal and will give the application
and the waiver request careful consideration. At this time, I anticipate that the Media Bureau
will act on the Spirit proposal by the end of the year.

I hope that this information is helpful and please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be
of further assistance.

Sincerely,

~;Chf_,r A~
Michael S. Pmb
Chief, Office of Communications and Industry Infonnation
Media Bureau
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November 17,2010

The Honorable Bob Inglis
U.S. House of Representatives
100 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Inglis:

Thank you for you letter regarding Spirit Broadcasting Group. 1appreciate your bringing
this matter to my attention and have directed the Chief of the Media Bureau's Office of
Communications and Industry Information to look into this matter. I am pleased to provide the
enclosed letter addressing your concerns.

If you have any additional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Julius Genachowski

Enclosure
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

November 17, 2010

IN REPLY REFER TO:
CN-I001676

The Honorable Bob Inglis
U.S. House of Representatives
100 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Inglis:

Chairman Genachowski has asked the Media Bureau to respond to your recent letter
regarding Spirit Broadcasting Group, Tnc. ("Spirit"), permittee of unbuilt noncommercial
educational ("NCE") radio station WKRI(FM), Cokesbury, South Carolina. I understand your
concerns and appreciate the opportunity to update you on this matter.

As you may know, on October 18, 2010, Spirit filed an application proposing to modify
the WKRl construction permit to change the location, power, and height of the station's
transmitter. The application also included a request for a waiver of the Commission regulation
which requires that Spirit build and operate WKRl substantially as proposed in its initial
application.

The Bureau staff currently is evaluating the Spirit proposal and will give the application
and the waiver request careful consideration. At this time, I anticipate that the Media Bureau
will act on the Spirit proposal by the end of the year.

I hope that this information is helpful and please do not hesitate to contact me if! may be
of further assistance.

Sincerely,

'li; 'i~ v,-'¥l .A \.?~
Michael S. Perko
Chief, Office of Communications and Industry Information
Media Bureau
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